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This book is written by the author with a view to clear the atmosphere of philosophi-
cal discussions from the rubbish of petty disputes, mean references to concocted
legendary quotations and the use of hideously vulgur language vomitting forth some
of the basest beastly passions in man. It expresses, here and there, some tinges of
passion against the author of Chapetika and a few Shastries who breed communal
1ll-feeling by turning an intellectual conflict into a sectarian war and kill philo-
sophical discussion by violating the most ordinary laws of human courtsey in the
writing of books and in the publishing of pamphlets. The book is, besides, unam-
biguous in one respect. It shows the utter failures of Advaita as an explanation of
the problems of life and experience. The Advaita philosophy is a product of later
times, an original philosophical feat of Gowdapada and his immortal pupil, the great
Sankara. It is hidden Buddhism itself. On the principles of Advaita a negation of
ethical life and utter pessimism, if not scepticism is an inevitable conclusion. In-
deed, Sankara's system is a big philosophical blunder.

Of course, the Upnishads frequently praise an Advaita which is the essence of
all things, the indwelling spirit of a real universe, the source of all joy and happi-
ness. But an Advaita which is like a lion's den, which swallows all the differences,
treats the multiplicity of the world as mere illusion, and leaves no room for
Eschatology, cosmology, Psychology and Ethics is against the spirit of Upanishads
and the Sutras. But yet, Sankara's philosophy has a unique greatness and subtlety,
which can never be felt if it is presented by such people as the author of the Samba
Bhanjana Chapetika whose book is more or less of a very defamatory nature. It is
hoped that in future learned Smartha Sanskrit Pundits will take up this important
work into their hands and offer to the public a critical exposition of Advaita doctrine
based on recognised authorities like the Vedas, the BrahmaSutras and the Gita in a
homely and artistic native style. The absence of philosophical discussion is philo-
sophical suicide. But such an inglorious combat of the kind that is being waged
between the author of the Samba Bhanjana and the author of Chapetika is a blur on

the national morality.
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Perhaps, the noblest but slightly modified modern exposition of the Advaita
philosphy is by Prof. Radhakrishnan, one of the greatest admirers of Sankara, and
scholar parexcellence in comparative philosophy. If the Sankara's philosophy were
to be accepted in the form in which it is presented by him, then, perhaps the Advaita
philosphy would be seated as on a pedastal of admant in many particulars. But the
Advaitins are not willing to yeild by an inch. The Nirvishesha brahma vada is made
to run into the last absurdities of Negativism, and the Mayavada into the very de-
spair of illusionism; and what is more surprising is, that some of the authors of the
Advaita philosophy and nearly all the Smartha Pundits who are the repositories of
the Advaita learning would rather welcome all the fallacies of logic such as
Atmashraya, Anvastha,etc. , rather than modify their views in answer to the de-
mands of reasoning. Change their position they will not, and the result is, the fire of
criticism will burn into ashes a philosphy so obstinately deaf to all the entreaties of
reasoning and even prides on welcoming the last depths of unreason itself. It is the
fool's paradise and the wise man had better laugh in his sleeves. The present work
1s such an attempt at gently mockery, with the addition of a clear explanation of the
ludicrousness of a system which starts with the determination to explain the facts of
life and ends by denying it. The author will feel his purpose fulfilled when a highly
cultured and intellectual assembly of the adherence of the Advaita school gathers
together with sincere intention of evaluating the real worth of their philosphy which
has remained with them as an unrecognised heirloom all through the ages from the
time of Sankara. In reality, the opportunity for such dispassionate philosophical
discussion in a universally cherished gift of God and a special boon to all lovers of
philosophy.

May it happen one day. ‘@bexmwnd 0 oo BRF .

The printing of this work was delayed for some time owing to many causes,
particularly my absence from town during Dasara holidays. I therefore divided the
work into two parts and submitted the major portion for print to Sri.K.V.V. press.
My best thanks are due to MR. M. Venkatakrishnaiah. G.O.M. of Mysore for expe-
diting the printing business with interest and care.
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(1)“But whence come this Avidya the principal cause of ignorance, sin and misery? No sat-
isfactory answer has been given to the question." The Vedantha by V.S.Ghate. M.A. (Bombay)
(cantab) Doctor of university of Paris. P.25.
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(2) " It (Maya) is something which cannot obviously be connected with the one Great Being"
W.S.Urquahart. M.A. D. Litt, Vice Chancellor of the Calcutta University.
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(3) "The word Maya is a mere name! it is no explanation". Rabindranath Tagore.
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(4)”The primeval Avidya is left unexplained. It is not to be accounted for as little as Brahma
can be accounted for" Max Muller.
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(5) Sankara has not reconciled the claims of relative experience and transcedent conscious-
ness.... This plurality of relation of relative consciousness is due to Nesceience. It has no
raison d'etre in the Absolute" (P.114) Mahendranath sirear M.A. Phil.
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(6)."In inquiring whether the Upanishads maintain the Maya doctrine,............ not a word

to that effect is met with anywhere." George Thibaut.
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(1) "There is no uninterrupted tradition between Badarayana and Sankara" _ A.A.
Macdonnel, Emeritus professor in Sanskrit in the university of Oxford.

T~ LPTBTIONRONL 08TV ONP @@%de TS BOOBTOI0 VDR DY, & &
(2)"The Maya doctrine" is first met with in the karikas of Goudapada. -A.A. Macdonnel
T~ W OTNTTR) BRTED N2 WIPRT m@@oﬁa@)ma’wa&@&@m.

(3) Goudapada is the first systematic exponent of the Advaita Vedantha- S. Radhakrishnan.
M.A.

OPFR):- NORDBH BT 8 BT TR DT

(4) " I do not know of any Hindu writer previous to Goudapada who attempted to give an
exposition of the monistic doctrine.......... either by writing a commentary as did Sankara or
by writing an independent treatise as bid Goudapada" S.Dasgupta. M.A.

Cicldasyyielars R, BBRBOoNDE, B0 R 0FTRBHODNOE, NPT BON0E &0t T3 3 é%daﬁg{
B ST TS BRER)TE, T, 00TBe CRB &0BH ROFPITFIW) PR S90Y,

(5) There is reason to believe that the Brahmasutras were first commented by some Vaisnava
writers who held some form of modified Buddhism. S.Dasgupta. M.A.
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L0WOCR, RIBF 0TCODTONYT RT0 é)dozgmd@ S0TH REBF BN, AR 23Beedm TWOBRIPEBRITBY,
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D) VB RLRRTTE, VR FRLWRT BHTT 30w eB0md 03 eesd, BFRFT BN [eTRRATRSE
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TR DRP) VTOZTT WHTON T BREA [OWIWLR.
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DOFTT TW,FF 0D SBR BRBFLI0T MPETBT WTToDIBI. €350083, B0, RT3,
I CW0T BRI BRTPASE doar{onaﬁoddo. 9T BOT 2 WD, €9:WTD ::)Seg) We3T0N, BOTODTI
T30T80 €00 0RT) W) Wedd AR € Oh BB Se FHOOT B 3 R0TO 0D WP HT B OA0T WRR 30T
W33 eB o ?wwobaf%ddv. @d§ R003N e:sbs%z§ @’§ 2&3RI) 3@3053;’% WBREV1ZHNOT, aﬁcé JeR da‘i{e
F0R3R0T, PGS BB TR ONAIR WHR0Y ©RT WeBoOodhe A W, FURT ‘BRFT FOF
DO WBR 03, 73,509, IR BRRBTOW BesoBT. B3 DRODBY, 2303 3 B8 030 QTR T
(1)There are some who believe that Goudapada was himself a buddhist and wrote a com-
mentary on the Madhyamika, karikas since, in his opinion buddhism tallied with the sys-
tem of Upnishads. ---- S.Radhakrishnan. M.A.

(2) Goudapada flourished after all the great Buddhistic teachers Asvaghosa, Nagarjuna and
Vasubandhu, and I believe that there is sufficient evidence in his Karikas for thinking that
he was possibly himself a Buddhist and considered that the teachings of the Upanishads
tallied with those of Buddha. ---------- S.Dasgupta  M.A. Ph.D

(3) It is indeed possible as alleged by some-that he may have been himself a Buddhist ..... we
must believe that he regarded Buddhistic doctrine as suggesting him an interpreta- tion
which could actually be found in the Upanishads and was indeed the fundamental truth.
W.S.Urquhart M.A. D.Litt. Vice chancellor of Calcutta University.
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(1) Shankara and his followers borrowed much of their dialectic form of criticism from

the Buddhists. His Brahman was very much like the Suuya of Nagarjuna............ The
debts of Sankara to the Self-luminosity of the Vignanavada Buddhism can hardly be over
estimated. There seems to the much truth in the accusations against Sankara by Vignan
Bikshu and others that he was a hidden Buddhist himself. = S.DASGUPTHA M.A.Ph.D
(2) Tt is said, not without truth, that Brahmnisim killed Buddhism by a fraternal embrace.

S.RADHAKRISHNAN. M.A. D. Litt.

(3)Goudapada was familiar with Buddhistic doctrine, which he accepted when they were not
in conflict with his own Advaita.

(4) Sankara admits the distinction between the absolute truth (paramartha) and the em-
pirical truth(vyavhara) which answers to the Buddhistic distinction between the Paramartha
and Samvriti.

(5) Sankara's conception of Moksha (freedom) is not much different from the Buddhistic
view of Nirvana........ The realisation of the identity of the individual soul with Brahma

( Rrexo @i w0 WA Janswers to the I am nullity (&@R’g%dﬁ@&o) of the Madhyamika
though the emphasis is on the different aspects of the one fact. S RADHAKRISHNAN.
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Goudapada live at a time when Buddhism was widely prevalent. Naturally he was familiar
with Buddhistic doctrines. which he accepted when they were not in conflict with his own
Advaita. To the Buddhists he appealed on the ground that his view did not depend on any
theological text or revelation. To the orthodox Hindu he said that it had the sanction of
authority also. His liberal views enabled him to accept doctrines associated with buddhism
and adjust them to the Advaita design."
S.RADHAKRISHNAN.
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"That Goudapada gives us a Vedantic adaptation of the Buddhistic Sunyavada is supported
by many scholars, such as Jacobi, Poussin, Sukhtankar, and Vidhusekhar Bhattacharya,
unfortunately Sankara explains away all obvious references to Buddhism."
S.RADHAKRISHNAN. M.A. LE.S

(SUBJECT CONTINUED IN THE SECOND PART)
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